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MELBOURNE CUP 2015 

The Hellenic Lyceum held its annual Melbourne Cup luncheon at 
the Intercontinental Hotel, Treasury Room at Macquarie Street 
Sydney. A fun filled day with entertainment, Hat Parade, a large 
screen to view the Melbourne cup race, sweeps and raffle prizes.  

Of course as usual the Hat Parade was a great success with many 
colourful elegant hats. Our winners this year were hard to pick. We 
thank our judges for taking on this hard task.  

The raffle prizes were once again provided by Bowerhause. 
Extraordinarily beautiful jewellery pieces donated to the Hellenic 
Lyceum by the very generous company.  

 

 

 

 
HELLENIC 

The guests were entertained by the very talented Elena Kouratora 
who played the grand piano with classical renditions of famous 
Greek Composers. A guest appearance was also made by Makis 
Voutsinas who sang and played his guitar to the delight of all that 
attended.    
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NSW GOVERNMENT GRANT  

The Hellenic Lyceum was fortunate to receive a $22,000 grant from  
the NSW government to build wardrobes to house their priceless 
costumes. The grant was achieved due to the efforts of our newest 
committee member Vasileia Petrakis.  

The renovations have transformed our office that is located at the 
Hellenic Club on Elizabeth Street Sydney. We were able to build 
wardrobes on the two walls of the office. Also the construction of 
two glass cases to showcase the costume jewerllery and dust proof 
shelves that house some of the oldest and most valuable pieces.  

The office  was  painted, new blinds were installed and an 
airconditioner purchased to make the enviroment much more 
pleasant.  

  

 

 

GREEK  AMBASSADOR FAREWELL 

Hellenic Lyceum representatives attended the farewell of the 
retiering Greek Ambassidor Mr Dafaranos and his wife Eyvah 
Dafaranos. A function was held at the Ambassadors residence in 
Canberra. Attending were Mrs Kathy Stojanovic, Mrs Marina 
Efthimiou and Mrs Stella Boyages. It was wonderful to also meet 
up with long time member of the Lyceum Mrs Koula Notara who 
resides in Canberra  

While in Canberra a visit to the Hellenic Club Canberra was 
undertaken and plans were set in motion for the Lyceum to take 
their costume exhibition “Hellenic Threads”  to the city of Canberra 
later on in the year . 
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HELLENIC LYCEUM CHRISTMAS 
PARTY  

The Lyceum  saw the year 2015 out with a Christmas party at the 
newly renovated office. Father Gerasimos from St George Church 
attended to bless  the new office. In attendance were also the 
ever delightful Hon Sophie Cotsis MLC and the wife of our consul 
Mrs Elizabeth Lhuilier .  
 

After having some homemade delights the ladies engaged in a 
sing- a-long of Christmas carols. A most enjoyable way to finish a 
great year for the Hellenic Lyceum that entailed having had a 
concert with 52 overseas  guest and and attending Greece to 
perform at an Anzac Ceremony and  at the Ancient theatre of the 
Phillipi in Northern Greece.  

A deserving Christmas break after a very productive year.  

 

 

 

MEETING WITH FOUNDING LYCEUM 
MEMBER  

 

We were delighted to have met up for a very informative coffee break 
with past Lyceum founding member Mrs Maree Caroni. A lady that has 
offered much to the Lyceum in its embryonic stage. Even now Mrs 
Caroni is still a great contributor by being able to assist us with our 
historical information. Her clear and precise memory of all events has 
enabled us to collect details for our historical records.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAN THESSALIAN ASSOCIATION  

On the 21 November 2015 the Hellenic Lyceum was asked to perform 
at the Pan Thessalian Association “Karaiskaki”. The Lyceum’s dance 
teacher Mr Papapeterou rehearsed tirelessly with the students over a 
lengthy period to enable him to give an outstanding performance of 
Thessalian dances. Performing that night was also well known singer 
from Greece Antonis Kiritsis. The dancers were able to perform to the 
authentic tunes of the region.     

On the night the Hellenic Lyceum was awarded a trophy by the 
Thessalian Association for their support and effort. 
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LYCEUM AWARDED BY THE 
ARCHDIOCESE GREEK WELFARE 
OFFICE  

The Hellenic Lyceum has been particiating at the Greek Welfare 
Walkathon for the last 39 years. This year was no exception. However 
we were surprised when after the students’ performance both the 
Lyceum and its teacher Mr Papapetrou were awarded for their long 
services.  

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDING THE 28TH OCTOBER 
SERVICE AT THE ARCHDIOCESE 

An annual  event, is the Lyceum’s participations at the service held at 
the Greek Archdiocese church followed by a wreath laying. Our 
students dressed in national costume stood guard in the church. Also 
many of the Lyceum committee participate in this very important 
event. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM & FAREWELL TO LONG 
STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

This year’s AGM was very moving with the retirement of long 
standing members Evangelia Adamopoulou and Olga Lambi. Both 
these ladies have served the Lyceum for over 30 years. Mrs Lambi 
has held the position of Treasurer and has played a vital role with 
the Lyceum’s costumes. Mrs Adamopoulou has held the positions 
of Secretary and Vice President. They were and will continue to be 
most loved by all and will be deeply missed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also on the day the Lyceum awarded the students that 
participated in the recent trip to Greece. The trip involved an Anzac 
Ceremony in Dimocrito by invitation from the Mayor of Agia 
Paraskevi in Athens. Followed by a bus trip to Xanthi, Kavala and 
Drama. Their performance at the Ancient theatre “Phillipi” will be 
the most memorable event of the trip. Infront of an audience of 
thousands, the Australian born dancers performed at such a high 
standard that left the locals speechless. Awarded were also our 
dance teachers Mr & Mrs Papapetrou, Mrs Sotitria Plakia and our 
accompanying singer Mrs Olga Kremisis.  
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VASSILOPITTA CUTTING & AGM  

 
 

To see in the start of the New Year the Lyceum members gathered 
at Walsh Bay Café Pier 8. The cutting of our vasilopita took place 
together with an AGM meeting.  

The café was a unique setting with a rustic feel and magnificent 
water views over the Bay. The food provided was exceptional 
making the day very enjoyable. 

   

 

 

PERFORMANCE AT THE TRAVEL 
EXPO 

Celestyal tours, a cruise ship company from Greece came to 
Australia to take part in the travel expo held at Homebush Bay. The 
Lykion Ellinidon in Athens Greece works very closely with this 
company that strongly supports authentic Greek culture. They are 
the only cruise ship that offers a show of traditional Greek dancing 
as part of their entertainment.  

The Lyceum Sydney was asked to perform at the expo to showcase 
the style of the entertainment on offer. We are always happy to 
assist and promote Greek culture 
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STORY TELLER- ANA CONOMOS 

The Hellenic Lyceum in conjunction with the Greek Festival of 
Sydney presented the “Battle of Crete- A story of survival” by 
award winning story teller Ana Conimos from London. Ana 
narrated stories as seen through the eyes of children that 
witnessed the invasion of Crete in WWII. 

The performance took place at the Hellenic Club on Wednesday 
2nd March. Dressed in Lyceum’s authentic Cretan costume and 
accompanied by Cretan musicians, Ana mesmerised the packed 
audience. Her rendition of the untold stories of survival and 
experience in the resistance movement were captivating. 

 

MEETING WITH MICHAEL 

KOKKINOS  

On the 12th March the Hellenic Lyceum was asked to attend a 

meeting with Mr Michael Kokkinos the Secretiat for Greeks 

Abroad, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The meeting took place at the 

Greek Consulate where members of the Hellenic Lyceum were 

able to discuss and exchange ideas.  

 

GREEK CONSULATE INDEPENDENCE 
DAY COMMEMORATIONS  

On the 17th March the Greek Consulate of Sydney Dr Stavros 
Kirimis commemorated Greek independence at the NSW 
Parliament House. The event was attended by many prominent 
people of the Greek and Australian community. They included the 
Premier of NSW Mr Mike Baird   and Opposition Leader Mr Luke 
Foley.  

The Hellenic Lyceum was asked to participate by dressing students 
in Greek national costume and many of the Lyceum Committee 
attended this event     
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Those of you who saw the Lyceum’s 
costume exhibition ‘Hellenic Threads’ in 
2014 would know of its great success. This 
same exhibition was taken to Canberra on 
the 21st March – 2nd April at the Hellenic 
Club of Canberra.  

Setting up an exhibition is hard work, 
however doing this when it is so far away 
is double the effort. The ladies of the 
Hellenic Lyceum worked for months 
leading up to the exhibition putting items 
together for the journey. It took 7 women 
for 3 days to set it up and many coming 
down to Canberra to man it and then 
disassemble it.  

If you are interested in seeing the setup 
of this exhibition then go the link 
Vimeo.com/171587352 to see a short 
video made by Biagio, Marina’s son- in-
law who accompanied us to Canberra. 
The Lyceum thanks him for the 
professional treatment and exquisite 
work. 

We also thank Canberra Hellenic Club for 
their warm hospitality. A thank you to the 
team that put the exhibition together, the 
ladies that came down to Canberra to 
man the exhibit and the people that came 
down to help dismantle the exhibition.  

On the opening night a Cocktail party was 
held and Mrs Varvara Andriopoulos from 
the Greek Embassy and Mrs Malliotis the 
High Commissioner of Cyprus were 
present. Also present was Mr Nikias Dinos 
OAM. The president of the Hellenic Club 
officially opened the exhibition. 
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25TH MARCH WREATH 
LAYING AND PARADE  
MARTIN PLACE TO 
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE  
3RD APRIL ’16 - 

 

 THE HELLENIC LYCEUM ENTERING OPERA HOUSE FORCOURT AT THE END OF THE PARADE  

       

       

          WREATH LAYING CEREMONY AT MARTIN PLACE SYDNEY  

    

    

       AND DANCE PERFORMANCE AT SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE  
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The Hellenic Lyceum held its second Symposium in April. It was well 
attended and warmly received by a large audience. . An exceptional 
line up of speakers, as seen in the program below. They were 
engaging and thought provoking. The symposium was organized by 
committee members Theodora Zourkas and Vasiliea Petrakis. A 
special thank you goes to Tanny Mangos who volunteered her time 
to help coordinate and MC the event. 

The Lyceum would also like to thank the Greek Festival for their 
assistance in obtaining the venue at Little Bay and supplying the 
audio/visual.   

A big thank you to all speakers who gave their time, some traveling 
from interstate to be among us. The topics were well researched 
and informative, tracing how the Hellenic woman from antiquity till 
the present day has challenged the stereotype. 

The short sketch based on the book the Penelopiad was formulated 
by Liana Vertziyas and acted by Theodora Zourkas and Maritsa 
Micos-Dragonas, both acting for the first time. An outstanding 
effort by all.  

We received very good feedback from the attendees during 
discussion at the conclusion of the day. The key feedback (which 
we will be implementing) was that future symposiums are 
necessary, and that delegates be provided with more time to 
enable more discussion and exploration of their respective topic 
areas. We look forward to organize our next symposium.  

 

 

 

    

 

         SYMPOSIUM 

LIFTING THE VEIL-CHALLENGING 

THE STEREOTYPE OF THE 
HELLENIC WOMAN 

THROUGHPOUT HISTORY 
SATURDAY 9TH APRIL 
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BATTLE OF CRETE 75 YEARS 

COMMEMORATIONS  

The commemorations for the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Greece and Crete took place this year on the 17th April. The 
Commemorative wreath laying service at the cenotaph was 
attended by nearly 1000 people with a number of prominent 
guests. These included His Excellency the Hon David Hurley 
Governor of New South Wales who laid the first wreath.   This was 
then followed by nearly 100   wreath layers comprising, surviving 
Anzacs, representatives from NSW, Local State and Australian 
Federal Parliaments, Consulates General and Australian military 
Officers 

Due to the significance of the 75th Anniversary of the Anzacs in 
Greece,   the Greek Presidential Guard was brought to Sydney by 
the Hellenic Club –Sydney. The Lyceum annually take part in this 
service. This year was particularly moving having the Greek 
Parliamentary guards attending from Greece. A wonderful 
incentive by the Hellenic Club.  

    

  

 

 

LACONIAN FEDERATION 
LEONIDEIA EXHIBITION  

On the 22nd May the Laconian Federation held there 
annual “Leonideia” at Zarax Cultural Centre in Enfield. For 
this occasion they held an exhibition in conjunction with 
the museum of the Olive from Greece. The olive is a vital 
part of the Laconian economy. The exhibition displayed 
the culture, history and technology of the olive oil. 

The Hellenic Lyceum was asked to participate by supplying 
their Mani Greek costume.  
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HELLENIC LYCEUM MOTHER’S DAY  

The Hellenic Lyceum’s Mother’s Day was held at NSW Parliament 
House. Our Hostess at Parliament House was the very generous 
Sophie Cotsis MP who supports the Hellenic Lyceum at every step, 
making her a top favorite of our organization.  

Our special speaker was the Hon Linda Burney who delighted the 
guests with her speech talking about her own personal connection 
to Greece. Mrs Burney is the first indigenous female in NSW 
parliament and as of July 2nd is now the first indigenous female in 
Federal politics in Canberra.  

Our special guests included the Consul General of Greece Dr 
Stavros Kirimis, City of Sydney Consular Miss Angela Vithoulkas, 
Hon Steve Kamper MLC, Chair of the Greek Festival Miss Nia 
Karteris and Mrs Dinos Nikias OAM.  

The entertainment on the day was Mr. Makis Voutsinas on his 
guitar and singer, Miss Elena Kouratora playing the piano and our 
much loved singer Mrs Olga Kremisis. The mood of the day was 
uplifting with many of our guest singing to the well-known popular 
Greek tunes. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

      AWARDED MR BETTY LEE FROM BOWERHAUS 

As mention on the first page of this newsletter the Lyceum 
is a frequent receiver of the generosity of Bowerhaus. This 
event was no exception. Three striking sets of pearl 
necklaces with matching earrings, a gift for each and every 
one of our guests, lucky table winner prizes and prize for 
best dressed.   

The Hellenic Lyceum awarded Mrs Lee on the day. A 
woman with a very big heart for all her charitable work to 
non for profit organisations in Australia and for her 
assistance to the Greek/Australian community. 

In the Greek community alone she donates to: 

The Greek Archdiocese  

The Greek Welfare Centre 

Estia Foundation of Australia  

To the following Greek churches: Newtown, Rose Bay, 

Kingsford, Marrickville, Burwood, Liverpool, and Mangrove 

Creek and a list of 22 non- for profit organisation that have 

received her assistance. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2016 

SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER. THE HELLENIC LYCEUM’S 
COSTUME EXHIBITION “HELLENIC THREADS” AND 
HELLENIC ARTIST ORIGINAL EXHIBITION: will be 

showcased at the Parramatta Church” Let’s Go Greek Festival “. 
A day filled with Greek food, stalls, live music and entertainment, 
carnival rides, face painting and animal farm. If you missed out 
on our last costume exhibition make your way to Parramatta. 
Come and see the art work of outstanding Artists.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

SUNDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER: BOOK LAUNCH 

Glebe Town Hall 2nd FLOOR. 160 St Johns Road Glebe     

Afternoon tea 3pm. Admission by gold coin donation  

   RSVP 0466 217 088     

1. BLACK NIGHT, WHITE DAY GREEK BORN WOMEN IN 
AUSTRALIA- A longitudinal study 1964-2007 by Dr John 
Yiannakis OAM, Reginald Appleyard, Anna Amera.   

2. GREEK CAFES & MILK BARS OF AUSTRALIA by Effy 
Alexakis and Leonard Janiszewski.   

TUESDAY 1ST NOVEMBER: MELBOURNE CUP LUNCH 

Sir Stamford Hotel Circular Quay 93 Macquarie Street, SYDNEY 
Three course lunch and drinks $110.00 Book 0466 217 088  

      MOTHER’S DAY PHOTOS  

 

 

   


